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THIS DOCUMENT CONTAINS INPONMATION APFECTING THR WATIONAL DEFENIL
OF THE UNITED BTAYES) WITHIN THE WEANIN@ OF TITLE 10y SRETION (1]
AND 7843 6F THE V.8, EODKy AD AMENOES. ITE TRANDMISEIOW ON REVES
LATION OF ITH CONYENTE 1O OR ANGE(PT BY AN UKAUTHORIZID PERSON 18
FROMIBITED BY LAW, THE REPRSOUETION GF THES FORM 19 FRONISITED.

THIS 1S UNEVALUATED INFORMATION
25X1

The six hundred thousand Japanese prilsoners taken by the Soviets were 25X1

divided into babtalions of one thousand men. One battalion was assigned
to a cemp, Weking epproximately 600 comps. The camps were spread geo-
graphicelly into at least five areas [but it is

+hat the s 7 ‘
‘Each ares was broken down into
districts end the camps were numbered within the district.| | 25X1

The nudber five designates the area, one designates the district
and OL designates the ecaup.

i (‘the camps
in the fifth ares were all very similar ss to size and structure.
lthe Magadan are

camps were the same as to slze and structure. The
camps were ususlly square shaped and approximately 400 feet square.
There was a double vow of wire fences with an approximate 1l2-foot
corridor between the fences and at each corner within the corridor was
a zuard tower. The camps situated near cities and just south of
Komsomolisk had double wire fences, whereas all camps north of Komsomolsk
end those not near populated areas had outer fences made of wooden boards.
The boards were eight to 10 feet high above the ground, were two to three
feet into the ground, and were between two and three inches thick, rough
cut with picket-type tops. The boards were braced on the leeward slde
against strong winds.
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A1l the canps in the fifth arvea had loz csbin
puildings.- They had been used previously as slave-~Llebor camps, and all were
in very poor. condition when my battalilo 25, arrived. Mud bhad fellen out
of the chinks, and the first winter there (1945-19&61 spare
timé was spent filling the holes and plastering the inside of the buildinzs.
This ciean-up and repair work was compulsory but we werc not allowed to do it
during our regular work day. The prisoners were glad to do this work inm thelr
spare time, however, which was only &t nlzht, because 1t made the huildings 8o
much warmer and easier to keep clean. The second year (191+6)|:| ordered
to plaster the outside of the log cabins and to calelmine them white, which
gave the sppearsnce of white stucco bulldings. Because of the great lenzth of
the winter, the waite bulldings were well cemouflaged most of the year. By the
and of 1946 most of the renovation of the campes wes completed.

31’_];@ first caup wes No 5/101 (October 1945} located st Dohf
Dofu « Jt

neae phonetle spelling

1t was obvicus thet The canp
had been recently occupled as there was Tresh garbaze axd other evidence on the
premises. [ |extremely crowded and in carly 1946 an edditional 20C PW's
. brought L malsing quarters almost uubesrabls.
thie wes only temporary end after spproxlmately 30 daye
Bnother camp approximately one mlle west. This cemp, Ne S/J;ll
sccommodated & few.more but 1t wes still very much overcrowded. Altex. Just
completing the rendvatilon of cep 5/101, ad to start renovetias of
caTp S/lll , whioh was even in worse condition. caImp 5/103. was
to bpe used es s technical school: for. the meintenance and operatien of fwtors
and vehilclee. Vehiloles end otherequipment were belng uoved  Into the camp, and

movad td

the corridor between the two wilre fenues was bein: used as-a rwn-way for testing

vehleles. L‘L ‘ this technlcal school wae training Soviet
OTLV. I

"heavy" conviets (Jong-Line naru?meu—crnmfhr

caip '5/103LE_E“WLV&5 loeated five
miles noTrth O camp H/IUL. 1T s the same slze wnu W me gtrusture as bhe

others. In the vieinity of this camp was a larze "Sovkwz} a g ent-owoed

o
farm. Approximetely 300 prisome:s| | worked em.this I T «
prisoners most willing bto accept Communism were thos~ chosen 5% 3 an - the

farm. Mapy of the priseners salid thwey would accept Comr

there as farm work was much nore pleassnt than railroading and Logsing .

=

L( camp 5/202 situated
Khurmuli). Whnile on whe move oo dormoli,

six camps between ’)’flf)f?, and. 5/2’02, which were all .o.m
gseen. The building e slishtly smaller
ather carms, bub 200 e I cocupied each building.
northern outskirts of Horroli and was well secluded in- !
wmountains. Hormoli is situated in the foothills ol a weum
extended north. of the eity. Because.the hills serve as.an ex
flare, the food digtributien center ab Dohf, as well as Th
were mved te Hormoldl.

rout camps every 10 or 12 miles
Approximately 15 miles northwest of Gorin Was another oameyusas wie LLbELE
towm of Fharin . which was aumbered 5/407

The BAM aikal-Axmzr--Magis'braﬂ Railroad rap northwest from Sormoli to Gurin. )Ai.r.wng. 1

r only & e avay The
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ceilroad turned due west toward Lake Balkal to tic in with the Trans-Siberian
oed..

25X1

At each camp, two squads of soldiers, totalling about 30 men, one officer,

sometimes two, end two to four non-commissioned offlcers were detailed es

guerds. They were armed with rifles and fixed bayonets. When we moved from &

camp, riflemen were at the heed and rear of the column, and the guards on the sldes

of the columns carried Burp zuns. The Soriet officer in chargze of the camp lived

nearby. After the first year, some of these officers were replaced by civililens.

In 1946, |these officers received

their orders deily, snd they knew no more &pout future plans than the daily 25X1

orders discloe;d. These daily orders were placed in e metal tube and dropped

iy 1,

from e plane. | : \ 25X1
|& politicel egent wes

atmched to the camp. | from Moscow and the

szent was usuelly a Soviet officer. He was grestly respected and feared by

all the security personnel.

25X1

Even though a battalion of one thousand men wes assigned to ecach camp, the
approximate cepaclity of all the camps was 800. They were, of course, always
overcrowded, which resulted in a great deal of discomfort for the prisoners.
Occasionally, additional small groups were sent to a camp, but this was usually
only temporary. Also, desths resulting from freezing, melnutrition, and a lack
of medical care sometimes brought the number of prisoners down to the usual size
group.

J Water supply was the greatest problem, particularly during the winbter mowtns.
' The water was hauled in by hand and in the winter it was nccessary Lo chop
throush several feet of ice. | 25X1
ould go many months without a bath and during the winter
could never get enough water for laundry purposes.

One “doctor® was assizned to each camp. Some were good, but sone were very ins
competent and brutal. About one-half of the "Joctors" were Soviet women.

These women were often merciless and treated the prisoners moxr severely than
aid the men "Goctors.” In 1948 medicel attention improved considerably.

More "doctors® were assigned to each camp, and they seemed o be better
gualified,

Sanitabion was appalling, particularly the first winter (1945 and 1946}, This

was by far the worst winter for the prisoners J did nct have adequate.

_clothing. No clothes were issued whatsoever@ozﬂ,y the garmants 25X1
possessed vhen ceptured. Also, there wes a shortage of food the first

winter, as much of the food assigned to the prisoners wes stolen by the Sovied

suards. They divided it between themselves and Soviet civilians inssmuch o3

they did not have enough food for themselves. The standard ration con i

of 350 grams of black bread, 400 grems of cereal, 25 grams of fish, 1

of suzar, 800 grams of vegetable (almost always potatoes) and five sru

" 0il. This ration never varied throughout wv entire five wveaws frmriscn: .

| lrarely racelved eny suger an(. did not always receive the oile About three

times a year meat was given in place of fish. Until the lasb
never recelved the Tull ration of the other items, aund only occasionally
jrecaive full quantities in the last twoe years. The food wlso luproved

" somewhat in guality.

SO O yRBL

25X1
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The first six to ten months of my imprisonment, the prisoners were treabad’. .
very cruelly; but in mid-19%6 there was a slight chanze Tor the better, and by
1947 there was quite a definite change. The food improved, somewhat battep -
clothing wes provided, and recreation was introduced There was o great deald
of dlserimination shown between those who accepted C.zmunisn and those who :
rempined resctionists, however. A limited number of musical instrurents wege -

available, and costumcs and other paraphernalia was Turaished, sparingly, £op .

pleys end shows. The cawmp politicel agent supervised the entertainmant given

by the prisoners. .These iwprovements vere, of course, well synchronized with o

the politicel indoctrination program.

~ end -
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